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A heavy Burthen is eafily carried by the aſſiſtance of 


nor dead fleſh. You are fellow-members, therefore ſhy 
have a fellow feeling. While one ſtands ſafe on the ſha 
the other ſhould pity him that is toſt on the ſea, Sympai 
in ſufferings, is like a Dry Houſe in a Wet Day. 

3. Chuſe ſuch a One as may be ſerviceable to your al 
tion. A Man may think he hath a faint, when he hat 


Devil; buttake heed of a Harlot, rhat is falfe to thy Ba 


and of a Hypocrite, that is falſe to thy God. 

Secondly, To thoſe Women that have Husbands; boy 
uſe them. In two things. 

1. Carry your ſelves towards them with Obedience, 
their Power command you, that their Praiſe may comny 
you, Though you may have your Husbands Hearts, yet 
muſt not have their Heads ; as you will his Love, fo 


ſhould love his VVill. Till the Husband leaves Comm 


ing, the VVife muſt never leave Obeying. As his Injun 
ons muſt be Lawſul, . ſo her ſubjeAion muſt be Loyal. 
2. VVuh Faithfulneſs. In Creation, God made not 
woman for many Men, nor many women for one Mi 
Every VVife ſhould be to her Husband, as Evah wa 
Adam, a whole World of Woman; and every Hus 
ſhould be to his Wife, as Adam was to Evah, a whole m 
of Men. Whena River s divided into many Channels t 
main Current flarves. 
To canclude, Good ſervants are a great Blefling; g 


ſhoulders. Husband and Wife ſhould neither be proud fi 


Children a greater Blefling ; but a good Wife is the gres 
Bleſling ; and ſuch a Help let him ſeek for her that wants 
let him figh for her that hath loſt one. let him take ple | 
in her that enjoys one. And the Lord God ſaid, It il 
good, &c, | 
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Preached ar 
St, Bride's Church, Dublin, 
April 17. 1698. 


Upon Occaſion of a 


RESOLUTH1I1ON 
Taken in This City, 


Of Putting 


The Laws in Execution 
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The Reader is defired to take Notice, 
That the Third Head was Omitted in the 
Speaking, and part of the Second for Bre- 
wvity. And that ' the Sentences under tht 
Second Head in an Htalick Charafter, art 


Mr. Boyle's, in his Sermon Dedicated to the 


SOCIETIES FOR REFORM&A 
TION. a i 


= 


a 4 # ” © # . 
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Phinehas the Son of Eleazer, the Sort 
of Aaror the. Prieſt, hath turned 


"away from the Children 
- (while be was Zealous 


7 wi», 


e | 
YL ' for my Jake. "among them) that T 
|" Conſumed not the Children of Iſrael 
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Fen the Iſraelites came to theic 
laſt; Station in order to paſs 
; over :Forday, the N wrt wet 
Þþ ; ing. Countries were terrified 
| * | ich their Numbers ; and therefore the 
> of Maab: rombin' d with the Midia- 
hem. And, as was yery 
ſual with moſt Heathen Princes upon 
Fake Occaſions he ſends for Balaam 
for Divinations, ro. con- 


People with a Promiſe and Aſſurance of 
Succeſs. Bur by the Order and Inſpira- 
tion of GOD, he propheſies_quire the 
contrary, and fore-tells the Deltrudtion 
of Moab, and the Neighbouring Coun- 
tries by: the \ſſraclites.; tor winch he was 
ſent home with Dilgrace, 


- m6 ke Giild not Iycak any thing 
co the King but .what GOD had pur in | 
his. Mouth, yer his AfﬀeRion for the 
Midianites C who wete” probably his 
Country-men, becaule: we read. he: re- 
\wrn'd home, aud afterwards was Killd 
among them) made him vive their Ene- 
niies the only Advice: Which icou'd pof- 
ſibly injure the Children of 4ſrae! ;.4 
that was, To ſend many "of dlieir 'W 
men into the Camp, which by their 
Beauty and Allurements might entice the 
Wraelites firſt to Unlawful: Matrilges 
Whoredom, and thehto prophay 
Name and Worſhip -of- GOD. by. 
1dolatry.-- And accordingly the Wie 
—_ and as we read-in''the firſt Vaſe | 

of thisChiprer, 7he Men-birgan to tow- 
Wit Whoredom. with -the' Nom nf s 
TOO. THEY £7 


-Uy pon chis, GOD kan a Plipue Page ann 
hid; and Moſes by this' © 
$.ts gave 


b. 


wk 
aye. poſgive Orders throughout the 
Camp to all theGovernours azd Leaders, 


. 


| thar they ſhou'd pur ro death all thofs 
| who were guilty of rheſe Crime:, But 


a5 appears from the manner of rheReta- 
tion, the Number and Quality of ttofs 
who fell. in League with the Heath 


| Women was ſo great, ,thar Execution 


was delay'd; ſo that they our-bray'd 


Ws | the Laws, and ftruck 2 Terror into all 


thoſe who -were well affected, and had 
refrain'd from thoſe lewd Practices, | In- 
fomuch'that Zzmri, a Perſon of Qualj- 
ty among them, in open Coritempt of 

e Laws and. Magiſtrates, brought a' 
Midianitiſh Woman along with” him z# 
the fight of all. the Congregation, Phi- 
ah iccing this, follows'them 'into the 


Tent, and kills them borh in the very 


| AR of Fornication * Then rhe Plague 


Wis ſtay'd; and this Aﬀtion' of Phine- 


ha fjidto be the Cauſe of it, For Phi 


, 214! 3:7 (fe) (a ro a net 2 . | , ' ; 
| _ : Being at this Time to diſcourſe con- 


- YAN! ceming thoſe Perfons, who have bravely 


9] lities anopen pro 


ſet themſ&lves to give Vice and Immora- 
n profeſs d Oppoſition in this 
City, afid ro ſtem rhar'cutrent of Wick- 
Ureſs which” threatned ta over-whelm 


| Us; I haye tage choice of theſe words, 


Th 
3h 
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that I migh- propoſe to you this Excil 
lent Patten of Zeal ; that you might 
ſee hoy this was commendable in him, 
and bow far it is imitable by. you. And 


tha: I might lay before you thoſe ſeve-| 


x1 things which in this Text are ſu 

ited, as well for your, Direction and 
more Prudent Management, as for your 
Encouragement in. that Worthy Deſign 
of yours; which if rightly managd 
mult be very pleaſing and acceptable ti 


GOD and all good Chriſtians. _ And 
therefore, 


I. The firſt ing obiitvable from theſe 
words is, That Perſons, even in a Pi 
vate Capacity, may and ought to ſhey 
their Zeal for GOD againit open and 
bare-fac'd Impiety. - For cho' Phineh 
was the High-Prieſts Son, yet. we read 
of no Place nor Power rhar he had, til 
he was afterwards employ' 'd as Com- 
mander againſt the Midianites. So that 
this Action was not proper. cither to. his 
Place or Quality, but as he was an {r«- 
elite ; and he had the Execution of the 


Laws in his Power no otherwiſe, than 


by vertue of that General 'Commandat 


the 5th Verſe, which was common t0 
others as well: as him. "And accordingly 


th5 Meſes mention only Phinchas, as bt- 


(53 


jng the firſt that led the way . and Zimri 
2s being a Perſon of the greateſt Quality 


of thoſe that were ſlain : yet Feſephus re- 
lating this Paſſage ſays, That a' great 


number of other young Men being Ani- 


mated by this couragious Action, took 
hearr, and roſe up in open Oppoſition to 
the Tranſgreſlors, and Executed the'Sen- 
tence of Moſes upon them all. _ 


. But tho' this Command was General, 
yet. there-was this Peculiar in that Acti- 
on of Phinehas, that. rhe Command be- 
ing direted to the Judges . and Leaders 
to deſtroy every one their Men (1, e.) to 
puniſh thoſe, under their Juriſdiction 
Zimri being Head- of . a . chief Houſe 
among them, and rherefore not ſo im- 
niediately under the Power' of others, 
thought ro carry it with a high Hand ; 
to praCtice his Wickedneſs, openly him- 
ſelf, and by that means to encourage it 
in others. But Phineas being aQted with 
a Zeal for GOD and the Command of 
Moſes, undertook the Exploit, and Exe- 
cuted that Sentence upon him, which he 
neglected to:Execute upon others. ' 


Now this gave occaſion to the Sect of 
tae Zealots among the Jews, whoſe 
Power was for a long time very ſacred 
| among 


"T9. 


among them; and they had a right to 
execute the Sentence of the Taw. upoti 
R335 ans br 13-1 3Q$11ts: 3 2 bo 1145147 
any Perſon they apprehended in the ve- 
ry a&t ;of Blafphenung, or Prophaning 
the Temple &c. which was all buittup: 
- on a tradition they -held from Moſes 
prounded as rhey conjectur'd, upon this 
WR Ts OT EO 


And we have ſome inſtances in Scrip- 
rye. of particular perſons, who upon cx- 
traordinary occaſions have by a. Zeal 
Tnflanid and a mighty Impuls upon their 
Spirits,becomethe Executioners of God's 
immediate Vengeance upon Bold and 
Scandalous Sinners.. As particularly 
that of Elias deſtroying all the Prophets 
of Bgal; and Matathias ſlaying the Je 
that offered Incenſe upon.a' Heathen Al- 
tar. And that action of our Saviours | © 
twice repeated, of driving the Buyers | &! 
and Sellers out of the 'Temple, 4h he 
did it by the priviledge "of his Kargly 
Power ; yet he was ſuppos'd by the 


Jews to do it upon this principle of Zea- | 


lotiſm : | For otherwiſe they had a fait 
Accuſation againſt him for a Riotqus and | 8 
Illegal Aﬀault ; and being bur a private | 
Pcrion raking upon him the Office of a | 
eo Sr” 


ut |. 


Cx) 


iNow this fiery 'remper of uhe:Z 
Jots'was vety.commendable, and ſome- 
tires neceſſary under che Law! z yetit-is 
abt'practicable inthar deproe'urider the 
rendet and merciful Spirit of the G | 
For then their Obedience was externa , 
and thictefore' required ſutable- Puriiſh- 
ments'ia his life ; But now the inward 
ity of our; Souls is requird , and no- 
thing can make Men afraid of ſinning i in 
their. Minds but a clear tevelation of 
Hell, and a fall proſpe@ofcrernal damna- 
tion 5 Undtherefore theſe arethe only ter- 
tors 'of the Lord now. Inthe firſt times 
of the Goſpel indeed, death-was inflicted 
upoti malicious obſtinare Offenders by a 
ſupernatural: power.;; bur this, with all 
the other acts of God's extraordinary 


; | Gfpenfations have ' ceaſed, 10 that all 


ſuch mighty -irmpulſes pretended nOW a- 
7 | Gays are only from the Devil. 


"The Goſpet propoſes no temporal Pu- 


| forthe fins of Men, but ſuch 


as follow. the nature of the Sins them- 
felves; And therefore the ſevereſt Eccle- 
ſibftical-Cenfſures are rhe Expoſing Men 
t6 ſame, and Cutting them off from the 
Body-of 1 the Church; and ſo conſipning 
them over unto che judgment of the 
Gear Day. Bur 
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a. (8 ir be ly unlayful i 

{1 It-ch0 it be now utterly unlawful in 

Bits 6 0, "Bf = ; rp 4 . Viz - | . : 

\ &  Wgao puniſh Vice in others, unleſs where 
/ DN OS 4 IL kN SE * Me A t bd ; . {el CS: | d » 
= ME E {\YNOLILY QUEIELV'ES, . OT. QErING 

«en the-Laws, of the Land: Yet thug 

'/Phineas,and thoſe. other'inſtances of Ze 
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ought. ro-ſhew their Zeal for the glory. of 
thoſe means, which are permitted by, the 
Goſpel. , And- there; arg ſeveral ways,of 
doing. this,. As by ſhewing our. diſlike to 
it at all times, . and in all. perſons ; , by 
reproving the ſins of. others whenever. it 
is proper:.and ſeaſonable, and that we 
have. any hopes - our Reproofs will,dq 
good;.. and'laſtly by doing all that.in 
us lies, ;.to promote. the Execution. of 
thoſe. good and wholſom, Laws which 
are Enacted againſt: impudent Profancſs 
and Impiety. EO 4g nee ave 


8 * 
- 
©  _ ? i# 


And that which makes. this laſt way 
of ſhewing our. Zeal ſo neceſſary now, 
is becauſe. multitudes who go by. the 
name of Chriſtians, have caſt off. all fear 
.of any thing elſe but Temporal Laws 


ſuch Scandalous Offenders haye quite; 


© conſequent to:it ; that all Men may, and | 


_ all the Methods of the Church againſ 


» vv - *% 


loſt their force. .  ; 6333118 
iy "my Tha 


was 


£ 


ts) 


There was 4 time, and O! that we 
might ſee ir in our days, when Men: 
knew the ſtrength of Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
fures; when they were ſenſible rhar 
God was with his Church in all irs Judi- 
ciary Proceedings, ratifying all its juſt 
Sentences; binding of them in Heaven, 
and recording of them there to be pro- 
duc'd at the great Day of Accounts. 
But now they regard/nothing bur what 
they feel, ſo that there is no way left of 
dealing with'them, bur by thoſe Human 
Laws which they dread-more than Dam- 
ndtion; and the Power of the Civil Ma- 
giſtrate, whiel they fear more then that 
God who is a'Conluming Fire; 


1. Theſccondrhing I ſhall obſerve from 
theſe words is, That the nature of a true 
Zeal conſiſts in our Indignation at what 
is plainly againſt che Laws of God, and 
evidently"ſinfol. That inſtance we have 
of a true Zeal-here was againſt Adulte- 
ry, Fornication, and-the Idolatrous wor- 
ſhip” of Baal Pehor; which as one ob- 
kerves-from-rhe ſignificarion of the name, 


5| Was an Idol purpoſely contrived to ex- 


exe People: ro Lewdneſs- and Impurity 
by the ſight: of it: and rherefore his Zeal 


..: Was approved by God in theſe words, 
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Bur tho it be now utterly unlawful in 


Us.to puniſh Vice ia others, unleſs where 


we haye Authority our ſelves, or derive 


it. from the Laws of the Land: Yer thus 
much is very evident from this action of 


Phineas,and thoſe other inſtances of Zeal 
conſequent to it ; that all Men may, and 
ought ro ſhew their Zeal for the glory of 
God, and diſcouragment of Vice, by all 
thoſe means which are permitted by the 
Goſpel. And there. are ſeveral ways of 
doing this, As by ſhewing our diſlike to 
it art all times, and in all perſons ; by 
reproving the ſins of. others whenever it 


is proper and ſcaſonable, and that we |,; 


have any hopes our Reproofs will do 
]00d; and laſtly by doing all that in 
us lies, to promote the Execution of 
thoſe good and wholſom Laws which 
are Enacted againſt impudent Profancs 
and Impiety. 


And thar which makes this laſt way 
of ſhewing our Zeal ſo neceſſary nov, 
is becauſe multitudes who go by the 


God 
Il. 


theſe 
Leal 
1s pl: 
evide 
of a 
ly, F 


ſhip 


name of Chriſtians, haye caſt off all featſerye 


of any thing elſe but Temporal Laws; 


all rhe Methods of the Ciwrch againſ 


ſuch Scandalous Offenders have quite 
loſt their force. RE | 


There 


Was ; 
cite 


by th 
Vas 


ch 
el 


ſay 
OW, 


rhe 


To 


There was a time, and O! that we 
might fee ir in our days, when Men 
knew the ſtrength of Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures; when they were ſenſible thar 
God was with his Church in all its Judi- 
cary Proceedings, ratifying all its juſt 
ſentences, binding of them in Heaven, 
and recording of them there to be pro- 
ducd at the great Day of Accounts. 
But now they regard nothing bur whar 
they feel, ſo that there 1s no way left of 
dealing with them, bur by thoſe Human 
Laws which rhey dread more than Dam- 
nation ; and the Power of the Civil Ma- 
fittrate, which they fear more then that 
God who is a Conſuming Fire, 


Il. Theſecond thing I ſhall obſerve from 
theſe words is, That the nature of a true 
Leal conſiſts in our Indignation at what 
'$ plainly againſt the Laws of God, and 
evidently ſinful. Thar inſtance we have 
of a true Zeal here was againſt Adulte- 
ry, Fornication, and the Idolatrous wor- 
ſhip of Baal Pehor; which as one ob- 


feal 


kerves from rhe ſignification of the name, 


NS;Was an Idol purpoſely contrived to ex- 
rite People ro Lewdneſs and Impurity 
ult*by the ſight- of ir: and rherefore his Zeal 


hers 


Was approved by God in theſe words, 
| (* while 
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' nature lawful, then our Zeal is- downright 


( 10 ) 


he was zealous for my ſake amoit 


known and #xconteſted {ins of Men is' the 
being truly zealous for the ſake of God; 


and not when People are tranſported a-| 


gainſt things dubious, and of no great 
moment; When they lay our all their 
Zeal againſt Circumilances, and things 
in their own nature lawtul or indifferent, 
There is more requir'd in order te a true 
Z.cal than meer heat of our Blood, and 
Aa great indignation of mind : People 
may be thus far zealous in a bad, as well 
as a good Caule ; For the Midianites 
were no doubt very zealous againſt the If 


raclites, when they proſtituted their We] 


men. of greateit Quality to deſtroy then 
So that being levelvd at things which 


are plainly againſt the Laws of God, is} 


the only diſtinguiſhing mark of a true 
Zeal. And it is more or lefs true accor 
ding to the .cvidence and plaineſs 0 


incens'd at the | 


thoie Precepts of God againſt which thc 
ſins are committed. When the things 
againſt which we are zealous are dubi 
ous, our Zeal if violent is blamable;; il 
the things are of no great moment or it 


dificrent, then our Zeal is trifling anq 


frivolous ; if the things are in their owl 


{inful. 
Noi 


{ 423 


Now Fornication and Adultery, Cur- 
ſing and Swearing, Blaſphemy and Pro- 
faneſs, Drunkenneſs a Gluttuny, Un- 
| juſt Gain and Oppreſſion, Rebellion and 


Breaking of Amity among Chriſtians, 


|| and Difſolving of Unity in the Worlhip 


of GOD; Theſe and fuch-like are open- 
ly and palpably againſt the expreis Com- 
'mands of GOD : and therefore theſe are 
the things againſt which our Zeal ſthou'd 
be leveli'd. For otherwiſe we have jult 
cauſe to ſuſpe&t thar it procceds trom 
Natural Temper, or Humor, or Intereſt, 
or Ignorance and Miſtake, or from the 
Deluſions of the Devil, and our own 
Imaginations : Bur in things of that 


|\ grois.nature, our Zeal is always Safe 


and Commendable, 


And therefore here, by the way, 1 


ought nor to omit the Jutt Commenda- 
tion of the late Zeal of our Diſlenting 
Brethren, in their hearty Endeavours; 
and liberal Contributions for carrying 
an this Deſiga of putting the Laws in 

_ Execution againſt ſuch of thoſe Vices as 
are made liable co Temporal Puniſh- 
ments. Had they begun this Work, no 
one could have ſaid, 7hat it was the Fa- 
C 2 etous 


Diſobedience ro Laws and Government, 


wn "l2 a ins a TL 7 


. 8 / © 4 a £4 £ ; b 8 7 hy : . 
SI I it 5 R u 5-2 . 4 : he , ff 4% vis A ; 5-4 Ban 4 * WT [4 *% Y : px © 2* FF 
: Ns - : 3 ns -- -. % - : 6 . © 2 ON , "u. : "7 Lev, A - $p43,.25 -_ LAY .# Ba O28 . 238 ao PRES” 6A Z CE 
on % OS A. a gee ie ay g ; ” SY KS , a RN WH NF FO J (74 PADS Rs py 4 ack FOE Ve og 82 1 ee FA by ht $5, Ko ets Js 287 *h , 
TI Ds I DT EL oodn S-; x oe 1 LETS 4 . - meets x iN Tolle 3h. oo OS 4s Az LIED DE WF th Bf LS” 2.58 Ys ws SS ne an I 59h 8 YL . ws 
SU IT Yee 6 WE IE oP ot? $OLS - AE, 4; Pn 8 SC 4A ke), £8, 9 © "RAG 299) 5 FP. Pk ; ut th Pn y wy ery Ts = 748% 4. Boa PII $3 SLAM $025, Soto 23725" Le THE 2s es 3h AFR Sed EN] p Yin *%g. 4 OG / 
PET Ss CAD FO; ITY. GIS. Ez SF FX Mpc I eta Cath hs fo Bo 4 by oy PARODY Ge? FF.” im ROT ES RT *; $4 Ad ewe 0042 98. + £7 ON OBS PPG dt I SE EC 51; Site . 
$ % S, . Re TS -»þ £ Re '$- , 2) tn, 2 LF $54 $4 - oo 4.4, 'F. Bs NS 7 4 is ,_- + — %\i7 CP K/WTX. 6 BCE” a>. PROS, fv. Em 5-8 ef: the by " IE {22's G 
WE J » . AT”, P £ b2 3s + .. 4 4 : * * TH. ; < 0 
Wy 0 FS. b ISHS” WE"; Ne oi IE ies IS 008 3 RS b > 4. v4 -- 4.608 PIR to, +4 .- my Ware” Eo Hh x fv OF DEC FL 008 IE IS A. it on a 7 te WR Bos 
SY 2 Sg Fe OA > ; $3 PRE 9 + re 2B PE ; ger 3 "x he AC Wine 4 . Bet rs ry = "0 7 hee? Ch, ” . PX | 
4 G i, } {Ly | . « : 
. 4 — vb 4 «4 I 7, 4 
»* —_— ad. 4 -- 4 _ 6.4 - pe ” 
Tn bs cog £ , 6 £285 t , . 4 ; ' _— po; by. ; $2.0. eG o Wo Fo : WW . - pita 42 we, 
Ls ON "a by GEN IET SH we "T.- y ME io g AER! l 4 n . - " 4 3 Us - 
G ws Tr ? £ rn Sint k CI TIES -- <= FR 30! FL O  edeg 6ITA Je ” . - & 


—J<W : -” » + 
PEW eo tc dM 
: x Mo CES oo & % it 
—_ ———_—_ 

a _ _ 
5 EO. TO 
_ om 


= 0s 


(12 


Hious Deſign of a Party, but a True and | wh, 
Regular Jo ; becauſe the Inſtances are gd | 
{uch as are plainly and diretly againſt able k 
the Laws of GOD, as well as thoſe of | Finev 
the Land ; and not ſuch as are Dubioug | and 
and Indifterent in their own narure : No, | Orig! 
we commend them for their hearty Con- Right 
currence with us, and we hope not ta [ae b 
be out-done by them in this goog Fyoral 
Work. : Finne 


But ſince all this viſible Piety, and [fpiſc 
Zcal againſt Irreligion and - Profaneſs, | 
hath firit appear'd among the Members of | At 
the Eftabliſh d Church, ie muſt be Ac- Jthat 
knowledged that our Conſtitution and [to th 
Principles are better Calculated for the [Gove 


Encouragement of all Vertue and Goode ICont 


neſs, and the Suppreſſion of Vice among JSuec 
them ; and nothing can poſſibly be a Prim 
greater Inducement to all well-diſpoſed cel, 
People to joyn in its Communion, than Þ 
to ſee whar a Natural Tendency it hath | 
co make People truly Good and Ver-: 
ruous. 


We muſt both of. us with Sorrow of [Tem 
Heart confeſs, That our Separate Com- Pl 
munions have been the immediate Na- Þ 
tural Cauſe of all that Torrent of Profa- Þ 
neſs and Irreligion, Immorality and Lewd- 

neſs, 


F Ry 
[f, which during the two late Reigns 
came in upon theſe Lands with an Irrehſt- 
ſt | ale violence ; which hath ſo broke the 
f | Sinews of all Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, 
15 [2nd depriy'd the Church of that Power 
0, | Originally-inherent in it by a Divine 
1- [Right deriv'd from Chriſt himſelf; that we 
0 [are both of ug now forc'd to fly ro Tem- 
d Jporal' Laws for the Suppreſſion of ſuch 
Sinners, who having no fear of GOD 
before their Eyes, muſt neceſſarily de- 
d Ifpiſe the Church. 


of | And 'tis a Melancholly Canſideration, 
C--Jthat the Incorporation of the Church in- 
id [to the Civil State, by a Conſtitution of 
ne [Government in it ſelf ſo Excellently 
de [Contriv'd, as to reſerve to the Apoſtles 
ig Pueceſlors, all rheir Divine Right and 
a Primitive Authority in Matters purely 
[Eccleſiaſtical ; and yet in a due Subor- 
dination to the Civil Magiſtrate ; ſhou'd, 
Iy our Diviſions, be brought to this, 
Far they ſhall now a rather as Mem- 
ers of the State, than as Governours of 
he Church. And that the Addition of 
of [Temporal Laws in a Kingdom of Chri- 
1- Plans, which were deſignd to give 
litength to her Cenſures, ſhou'd by this 
* Picans come to havea quite contrary Ef- 
, to ſwallow them all up, ' and Re- 
{olve 


poſitive ] Laws of GOD requir'd among} c: 


(143) 


ſolve them almoſt wholly into Gil | 
Power : Infomuch that ſhe hath - only xg 
her Dodrine left for Ornament, bur lit 
tle of that Original Power of Defend. 
ing her ſelf, and Excluding all Impudey 
Impiety, Profaneſs, and Irreligion our off - 
the Fold of Chriſt. So that there wel 
generally better Chriſtiqns inthe Church. 
when it was among Infidels, than noyf 
that there are ſo many Infidels ſutfkerdn| f 
be profeſt and actual Members of thi 7” 
Church, 


We muſt both I fay acknowledge tha Ca 
theſe open and ſcandalous Sins of pro: . 
feſt Chriſtians, are the diſmal Conſe 
quences of qur Diyiſions; and therefor 
that there is a heavy and unſupportabk 
Load of Guilt, where-ever the juſt and 
true Cauſe of them lies : And. that it] 
will lie either on their ſide or ours, is { ref 
plain a Trurh that we can neither of 
us avoid it, I am not now going to dr 
ſpute where, Bur ir follows from heacy 
that it is matter of infinite Concern tl 
cach of us to be very well Aſſur'd, thati 
doth nor ligat our Door. There is not.an) 
thing in the world that we ought tot 
berrer reſoly'd in; For if there be not 
ſuch a manifeſt violation of the knowl 


(15) 
ys, that they cannor communicate with 
vs, without plainly tranſgreſſing of them 


4 '| then all their Zea) for Purer Worſhip 


will never be accounted a Zeal for the 


wh fake of GOD.” And if che Conſtitution 


of. our Church doth oblige them to the 


en committal of one Sin contrary to the 
bh known poſitive Laws of God, and the 
| Intereſt of Praitical Holineſs, then we 


'muſt take all that load of Guilt upon our 
ſelves. 


m——_ a——_—_— 


- Sure 1 ami on which fide ſoever the 
Cauſe lies, that our Uniting in the Wor- 


ſhip of God, and Celebration of the 


Sacraments, wou'd be the moſt effectual 
means of Supprefling all this inſolene 
and hardened Impiety ; and nothing elſe 
can do it intirely. and laftingly. And 
{ince we are all United I the main Inte- 
reſt of Pratlical Holineſs, what then re- 
| mains toward. the - perteting, our Con- 


cord, but rhat in all theſe things which 
do:not relate-to. Pradtical Holineſs, we in 
all Humility ſubmic to the Wiſdom of 


quire us to be guilty of nothing which 
1s contrary xo it.. - And therefore I hope 


1 all People are now convinced that they 


= -j} May Joyn With us without committing a 


91 Sin: And if: fo, this Inference is very 


plain, 
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plain, That ir is a Sin not to joyt 
with us: | 


And ſince we are fo happily agreed ii 
all thoſe things that are great and valuatle, 
why thould we break Communion for 
thole that are not fo» O! that GOH 
would pur it into the Hearts of our Dif 
ſenting Brerhren; to weigh theſe heayy 
Conſequences in the Ballance, apainf 
thoſe few ſmall Differences in Opinion # 
Pradtice for which we yet differ, that wha 
remainsmight no-way obſtruct our Joynt 
Communion, and hinder: us any longe! 
from going into the Houſe. of GOD: # 
Friends- together. This wou'd ftriks 
an Awe upon bold and, hardened Si 
ners ; and: then wou'd the' Reformation 
theſe Scandalous Vices we now fer olit 
ſelves againſt begin where our Corruptimn 


did before' : And thus by becoming' an Uii| 


ted, we' ſhou'd become - a- Flouriſhing ad 
Happy People. GOD grant that out 
United Endeavours for the: Profecution 
of Vice and-Wickedneſs, may'be'a hap 


py Means of Uniting us, not only # 
our Aﬀettions to one another, but 
the Publick Worſhip of G O'D; and 


Celebration of his Sacraments; whith at 


is the Neceſſary Condition of thi} 


Unity which alone will render us 
one 


—_— 


C 17 } 
ane Church and People in 
of GOD. 


H). The Third thing obſeryable 
from this Paſſage is, That our Zeal for 
the cauſe of God in all initances what- 
ſoever, ſhould: contain it ſelf within 
thoſe bounds preſcrib'd by himſelf. As 
it muſt be againſt things plainly contra- 
ry to the Laws of God, ſo the manner 
of expreſſing it muſt be agreeable to them 
too. Phinehas is not commended here 
becauſe he was too haſty to expe a 
legal Proceſs, for the Command was po- 
{tive that they ſhould not ſtay for it; 
but for the ſpeedy execution of an ex- 
preſs Law with the hazard of his life, and 
becauſe he took it upon him when no 
one elfe dard to do it. And therefore 
that muſt needs be a blind and prepoſte- 
r2us Zeal which ſets up for reformation ei- 
ther of Manners,or Diſcipline by methods 
unwarrantable, either by the Laws of 
God or Man. The Zealots among the 
Jews were very good and uſcful in their 
firſt original, and therefore in great ve- 
neration while they kept within the juſt 
and preſcrib'd limits of the Law : Bur 


_ the ſight 


-afrerwards they became a moſt dange- 
rous and pernicious Set to the whole 


D poli- 


(28-3 
polity of the Jews, they committed all 
manner of Villanies under pretence of 
Reformation, and put to death many of 
the chief and worthieſt men of the Na- 
Li0n. 


And therefore men can't be too cau- 
tious in this point, for whenever our 
Zeal prompts us to act in oppoſition to 
any of the Laws of God, or the innocen: 
Laws of Men, 'tis all madneſs and fury 
Our Zeal may carry us beyond the Com- 
mands of God, but not contrary to any 
one of them: as in this ation of Ph: 
uchas, it was more than his duty to fla 
one of another Tribe, but ir was how: 
ever according to the expreſs Command 
for otherwiſe it had been an aCt of Mur 
der. Our Zeal in many inſtances mg 
prompt us to do more than God require 
of us, but never to do any thing rhath 

forbids, for this will be reforming th 
ſins of Men by others in our Selyes. 


Now as to your obſervance of huma 
Laws in the management of your Ze: 
againſt Offenders, I need ſay bur littl 
they arc a Fence to themſelves, and ti 
regard every Man hath to his own qui 
and ſafety, will oblige him in prudent 
n 


itted all 
tence of 
many of 
the Na- 


LOO Cau- 
ever Our 
ſition to 
innocent 
ind fury, 
he Com- 
y to any 

of Phi- 
y to {lay 
as how- 
»mmand, 


( 19). 
not to come under the laſh of rhem, by 


aking any courle of Fraud or Violence 
that is unwarrantable. 


Bur as to the Laws of GOD, the moſt 
efectual way of keeping within due 
Bounds in this Undertaking, is by a 
Preſervation of your Sixcerity and Fu- 
|mility. 


1. And firſt as ro your Sincerity in 
|this good Work, you muſt rake care 
that you are prompted to it out of a 
true Concern for the Glory of GOD, and 
Veneration for his Laws ; together with 
a Concern for the good of your Coun- 
ty, a tender. Regard for the Souls of 


of Myr/mher Men, and the. diſcharging of a 


ICeS Maj 


# » equirs|: 


g thath 
ming tit 
lves. 


zood Conſcience in doing all thatin you 
lies to the promoting of theſe Ends, It 
theſe be the Mortives - that ſpur you on 
to give infolent Profaneſs and Impiety 
an open Oppoſition, *ris a glorious En- 


terprize ; and you may hope that GOD 
who harh begun this good Work by you, 
will bring it to a good Perfetion. This 


of a pure Intention alone can Entitle 


of GOD both here 
tis a great Piry that 


ou to. the Bleſſin ng, 
nd hereafter - an 


ny one ſhou'd be the Inſtrument of fo 


D 2 ſub- 
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2. And renadiy;s us ts your Humi ini 
lity, this is to be ſeer'd* both in” reſpelt| Pr 
of your ſelves, and'in your Detorimew Wl rt 
ethers. As to the firſt, You muſt not no! 
value your ſelves upon "this, as - being] the 
more holy than other Men ; for Zeal gu 
gainſt the Sins of other People, tho it] ful 
be good and commendable, yet is a ve ap 
ry bad Rule of judging of the degree th 
of Picty in our ſelves; and yet: of l 
Vertues it hath the directeſt* Tendene) 
to raiſe Mens Opinions of their ot 
Piety, and puff them up with Spiritud 
Pride. Therefore ler the notice we tak 
of th= Sins of others, make us rathi 
refle& upon our ſelves, who are Sint 
as well as they, th6 perhaps not -in tit 
ſame Inſtances, or in the ſatne degret 
And the moſt effeQual: way of pr 
{jerving an humble Senſe of  -our 6 
Keligion and Performances; is 'ro- cut 
pare our ſelves with the Law 6f "GOD 
and not With the Lives of other Me 
then we ſhall ſee fo matiy Defedts in' 
ſelves, that we ſhill -never-be- proud: 
not bing as wieked as other Men are, 
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ASg#':refpetsVzheFs,” you muſt ſhew 


your Hamiliry A } 7 Obedience and Sub- 


ſtrates in all your 


- 


paying all Defe- 


miſſion to "the "Ma 
Proceedings ; and 


| hee and: Reſpect to. your Superiors, 


totwithftanding 'your- Evidence againſt 
them; by avoiding all Aﬀectation of Sin- 
eularity and. Morofenels, and never in- 


- 


m_ or expreſling any indecent Paſſion 


| againſt Peoples ' Perſons ; for *cis not 
| thern, bur their Sins you proſecute. 


L ” 


There is a manner of accuſing People 


nef} which th6 it want no Courage or Reſo- 


lution, yet diſcovers Meekneſs and Hu- 
mility ; and then it becomes the bright- 
ſt Zeal when ir hath this Undaunted 
Reſolution, without any mixture of 'the 
Hear and Fire of our Temper. | 


- "Theteis a way. of Proſecuting the Sins 
of Others ſo as to convince even them- 
ſelves thar "ris fromi tio Prejudice to their 
Perfotis, but a_ Zeal for the Glory of 
GOD, [and a render Concern for the 
S00d 'of theit Sonls : And therefore 
Whenevet this End Gan be effected with- 
bur ir, and that you have juſt ground to 
think” that theit "Conyerſion can. be 
Wrought by Secret Adfnonition, yolt ate 
hiot to expole them to PROS COR 
2) _ 
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and Puniſhment. And you are to haye 
ſuch a tender Regard to the Reputation 
of others, that you accuſe not any Per- 
ſon upon groundleſs Reports, or. meer 
Suſpicions ; for the bringing an hundred 
euilty Perſons to Puniſhment, will not 
recompence the Injury done to one who 
is wrongfully accus d. 


And in the zealous Proſecution of 
other Peoples Sins, you muſt ever have 
a juſt regard to the Preſervation of your 
own Innocence. Some Sins are of that 
infectious Quality they catch like the 
Plague, and eſpecially thoſe of Laſcivi- 
ouineſs in Youth, where there is a Dif- 
poſition tro be wrought upon : Can a 
Man take Fire in his Boſom, and not bt 
burnt 2 fays Solomon to this ſame pur- 


poſe; to ſhew us the narure of this 


Tempration is ſuch, that there is no way 
of Safety, bur by cutting off all Op- 
portunities of ir. So that to ſeek Oc- 
caſions of ſinning your ſelf, for the Dif- 
coyery of other People, is nor ſafe ; and 
co gain their Conſent to a Sin by any 
means of Allurement or Circumyention 
3s not innocent ; ſince this is a degree 
of Guilt in them, equal ro Actual Sin. 
This will harden People in rheirVices ra- 
ther thari work their Reformation A 

| | 4 ' theres 
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therefore leave all theſe Methods to thoſe 
Evil Spirits, the common Enemies of 
Mankind whoſe proper Quality it is, 
firſt to entice People into Sin, and then 
upbraid and accule them for it. This is 
the only Objection that is or can be 
' made againit your Endeavours : And if 

ou take care to prevent this, you will 
remove all ſuſpicion from thoſe who are 
truly zealous againſt Vice, and forward 
to promote the Diſcouragement of it, by 
all fair means of Proſecurion and Diſco- 
very. - 


And let all this be done by you as 
true Sons of the Church and Members 
of its Communion, and ler no Opinion 
of your own Piety or Devout Perfor- 
mances among your Selves inſinuate any 
Diſeſteem of rhe ſervice'of the Church, 
which is much more acceptabie to At- 
mighty GOD. Therefore be exact in the 
obleryance of its Cuitoms aad Coniiitu- 
tions, nor endeavour to be more Hoiy 
by reparing for more frequent, or purer 
Worſhip to thoſe Congregations which 
have Separated from Us. You or all 
People cairt do this without being a 
Ccontraciction to your ſelves ; for to che 
great Credit not only of Chriſtianity 
but of che Eſtabliſh't Church, you have 

TE, FD made 
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made it appear, that People may in all 
reſpes be-as Vertuous and Holy with- 
in the Boſom of the Church, as is pol. 
ſible for them to be out of ir: So that 
you have efteually cut off from your 
ſelves all pretence of Separation for ever; 
this makes it utterly needleſs, and there- 
fore without Excuſe. 


One thing more I would recommend 
to You under this Head, and that is, 
That in. all your Deſigns for the promot- 
ing of Vertue and Holineſs, you never 
abound ſo much in your own ſenſe, as to 
decline the Advice and Concurrence of 
the Biſhop and your reſpeQive Mini- 
ſters. If you have a true Zeal, this is 
the only etie&tual way to have it accord: 
ing to Knowledge : But without their Gui- 
dance and Conduct, you will run into 
Errors before you are aware ; and one 
Error in things of this nature is preg- 
_ nant of many more. The Zealots among 
the Jews by aſſuming ro themſelves 
whar did not belong to them, procceded 
at laſt ro Ele&t and Ordain the High- 
Prieſt, deſpiſing the Rules of Birth (lays 
Foſepbus) by which they were to Suc- 
ceed ; putting in Illicerate and Obſcure 
Men, ſuch as were prepar'd with Igno- 
rance and Superſtition enough to wy 
cheit 


£ (25 ) 
their Proceedings; For having once broke 
in upon the Office and Priviledges of 
the Prieſthood, rhey knew not where to 
ſtop. 


IV. Another thing contain'd in theſe 
words is, That the Suppreſſion of Open 


| Scandalous Impiety, is the moſt efie&tu- 


al means of diverting GOD's Judgments 
from a Nation. There ſeenvd here to 
be a full purpoſe of GOD urtrerly ro 
conſume the /ſraelites in his Jealouſie ; 
and while the Number and Quality of 
thoſe who defil'd themſelves with the 
Midianitiſh Women hinderd the Execu- 
fon of the Law, the Plague took off 
Four and Twenty Thouſand of them. 
But the Zeal of this Excellent Perſon in 
putting ir in Execution, ſtopt the Plague 
in the midft of irs Rage, and turn'd away 
the Wrath of GOD from the whole 
Congregation: | 


- Now the Reaſon why this Action was 
of ſo much Power and Efficacy to pre- 
vail with GOD in all likelihood was, 

ther becauſe he was one of the great- 
elt.Qualiry of thoſe rhar were guilcy; 


| and therefore influenc'd many Others by 


his Example : Or elſe, which is nor 
mMprobabls, becauſe this Couragious 
| k ___ Action 
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Attion of his in beginning: the Execy: 
tion, gave occaſion to the reſt of the 
Youth to follow his Example, and clear 


(26 ) 


the whole Camp of 7ſrael of the Offens 
ders. And withont doubt:this was thy 
reaſon why Phinehas was afterwards ſent 
Commander of the Army againſt the 
Midianites, becaule GOD' was likelier 
to blels that Hand with Succeſs which 
had thus led the way, and fſignalizd it 
felf by fuchan Act of Exemplary Juſtice, 


This ſame Method of GOD's Deal 
ing by whole Nations, according to that 
vitible Appearance of Piety and Op 
Face of Religion that is among them, ig 
very diſcernable in the whole Series df 
GOD s Diſpenſations to the Jews. And 
if we could ſee the Sceret Hand that 
manages all the Afﬀairs of this World 
we ſhould find this to be at the bettom d 
them all, as the main Spring by which 
all Nations and Governments, all Citi 
and Communities undergo that grat 
yaricty of Changes and Reyolutions. 


| Now the Wiſdom and the Juſtice d 
GOD in this is very Accountable by uy 
notwithſtanding that the Good are pris 
milcuouliy involy'd in the fame Calamis 
ties With the Wicked, For, 


I. Syn 


, 


> Pro 
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1. Since good and bad People, accor- 
ding to our Saviour's Similitude, grow 
together like the Tares and the Wheat, 
they muſt therefore undergo all the ſe- 


yeral Changes of Weather in common, 


ſet the Caule be what it will; 7s Sus 
myſt ſhine, and his Rain deſcend upon both 
ike. So that He hath nq other way of 
dealing with whole Communities, but 
by ſending Temporal Bleſſings or Judg- 
ments upon all together. And thar GOD 
might appear Juſt and True in all hig 
Dealings by the Children of Men, the 
Cauſe of theſe things muſt be ſfomerhing 
that is common to them both; and that 


can be only this general Appearance - 


of Goodneſs, or open Permiſſion of 
Scandalous Vices. For Secret Piety 


| 3nd Sincerity 1s proper only tothe Good, 


and Rewardable in another World ; And 


therefore as the Eternal Welfare of Men. 


tereafter depeads upon their own Secret 


| Fiety, fo the Proſperity of. whole Na- 
ions proceeds from the Open Profefſian 


of Religion and Morality. Sa that in 
great Strictneſs Men are in all ſenſes, the 
ime Cauſe of all the Misfortunes thar 
defal them either in this World, or the 
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_ GOD hath no other way, I fay, of 
Dealing with whole Nations and Socie- 
ties of Men now, ſo as to proceed with- 
out all Exception, and preſerve his At. 
tributes inviolable. Bur when theſe lit- 
tle Tics and Temporary Obligations 


which Unite Men into Bodics here ſhall 


be Diſlolv'd, and Mankind New Mo- 
del'd into two Great. and Oppolite Par- 
tics neyer to mix again ; then there wil 


be full ſcope for the Exerciſe of all the] 


Goodneſs of GOD upon the one, and 
of his juſt Vengeance upon the —_ 
2. The Judgments of GOD may ve- 
ry Juſtly come upon the Good for want 
of a Zealous Endeavour of Suppreſling 
thoſe Scandalous Vices in others. Per- 
ſons may be truly Vertuous and Holy in 
chemſelves, and yer be without a good 
meaiure of Indignation at Open Impiety 
and Lewdnels ; ſo that they deſerve to 
Jbare in the Conſequences of that Impic- 
ty they cid not ule their utmoſt Endet 
vours to ſupprels. And accordingly no 
queſtion bur rhe Plague {wept away mt 


ny of thoje who were not guilty of tl 


Sin that caus'd it ;' and would have d& 
ſlroy'd many more even of thole -thit 
vere innocent, if this ſpeedy Supptt 
4100 


| they ſuffered wrongfully ; 


(29) 
fon of thoſe Vices had not preyen- 
ted it. OF 


Nay th6 we ſhoud ſuppoſe no 


want of Zeal in thoſe that are Innocent, 
yet there is no Injuſtice in their Suffer- 
ing for the Sins of others : Firſt, Becauſe 


| there are no Temporal Judgments can 


befal them, but what are the due Re- 
ward of their own Sins ; and Secondly, 
Becauſe tho they were not, but that 
et this may 
be defign'd by GOD, in order to an am- 
ple Recompence hereafter : Whereas if 


the Bad ſhould fail of a Reward in this 


Life, there is no room left for it in a- 
nother World. 


3- Another Reaſon why bare-fac'd 
Impiety and open Profaneſs haye ſuch a 


Tendency to bring down Judgments up- 


on all in Common is, Becauſe they. are a 
dire Affront and Challenging of GOD. 
Publick Scandalous Sins when they grow 
general become a National Quas el with 
him; and therefore lay a ſort o Neceſlicy 
upon GOD to vindicate his Honour, and 
viſit a Nation while it is ſuch, for thoſe 
bold and open Defiances of Heayen, 
ſince there can be no opportunity for this 
kereafter. 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, This of openly cicuatin the 
inward corruptneſs of Mens Souls ſeems 
to be accidental to the guilt, for 'tis no 
more than proclaiming and giving vent 
to What was hidden hefore ; 3. and there. 
fore we can't conceive how it can haye 
ſo direct an Influence upon Mens Future 
State. Fortheir greateſt Miſery willtheq 
be the Natural Reſult of their inward De, 
pravation of Mind and Conſcience; and 
therefore the other ſeems neceſſarily 
ro require ſome Puniſhment. in this _ 
tho F many Evil Conſequences of 
Scandalous Sins may hereafter ' be. py: 


niſht by a poſitive At of Juſtice. And| 


therefore 'tis thoſe Open Sing which ar 
not to be conceal'd from the knowledge 
of Men, ſuch as Curſing, Swearing and 
Adultery, Sc. for which a Land 3 a ſail 


70 M0Urn. 


' Hypocricy, ths it-is a baſe wa dete-| 


ſtable thing, yet it ſeems ro have ſome 
ſenſe of GOD and Goodneſs lefr, rh it 
prepoſterouſly Act contrary to chem 
both. Ir is commendable in this, that 
"tis aſham'd of its own Deformiry ; ; and 
the wearing the Mask of Religion, is 4 


racite Acknowledgment they woud 


be nc good,' if this cou'd be had 
with 


7” = EZ >» © © my 
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with the ſame Eaſe : And it ſhews they 
wou'd hide their Wickedneſs from GOD 
too, as well as from Men if it were poſ- 
ſible. But open Debauchery, and pro- 
feſt Impiety renounces all the intrinſick 
worth of Religion ; 'tis a dire Aftrone 
toHeaven, and a Daring of GOD :{ And 
therefore when he is thus Challenged, 
he is conſtrain'd to Puniſh for the Juſti- 
fication of his Honour. But when on 
the contrary they appear outwardly to 
be Holy, the Honour of GOD is how- 
ever preſery'd and the dangerous Con- 
fequences prevented, Tho they have 
nothing of true Religion at the hearr, 


| yer it ſhews ſome Veneration for Him 


and his Laws ; which tho it be that of 


js, yer 'tis not left without a Recome- 
pence proper for itc 


A meer form of Godlineſs and empty 


ſuitable Recompence ; ſo rhat what our 
daviour ſays of particular Hypocrites is 
true of greater Bodies and Communities 
of them, That they have their Reward. 
A famous inſtance of this is not out of 


| te Memory of ſome yet alive; a time 


vou'dl when all folid Vertue, and moral Ho« 


tſty was drein'd from Chriſtianity, and 


nothing 


Slaves and Vaſlals and not of True Sub«- 


TY 
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and rhar 6 they may eſcape the hand 


nothing left but rhe outſide of it; ye 
this was proof againſt all the oppoſiti 
on of thoſe who had more of the ſub- 
ſtance, but roo litrle of the outward ſhe 


. and profeſſion of it. This gave them 


ſuch Succeſs, that they overcame al 
Difficulties, till at laſt Hypocriſy af- 
lum'd the Throne, ador'd by all its Vo- 
caries; and reigind till the Varniſh came 
oft the guilded Idol, and diſcovered no- 
thing but Clay and Rotrenneſs all with- 
in. , 


And now if they had Ears to heat, | 
wou'd ſpeak ſomrhing to thoſe bold and 
reſolute Sinners who are the occaſton of 


all this Trouble and Charge ; Bur they] 
are ſo far paſt feeling, that none of the] 


Terrors of God .can touch them, and 
therefore I muſt leave them to other me- 
thods. I ſhall only mind them here (if 


ever they are diſpos'd to conſider it) 


that beſides the proper guilt of theif 
own ſins, they will in the day of Judg- 
ment be accountable for all thoſe Evils 
upon their Country,which have been tho 
conſequences of their ſins in this life! 


of Juſtice here, yer Damnation expe 


them, and they are only Repriey'd till ba 


the Judgment of the Great Day. 
OD V. The 


6 
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 V. The laſt thing I ſhall obſerve 
from hence is, That as rhe Suppreſſion 
of Scandalous Wickedneſs diverts the 
Judgments of God from a People in ge- 
neral, ſo it brings down particular Blel- - 
ings on the Heads of thoſe which are 
the Inſtrumenrs of ir. For this action 
of Phinehas, Behold fays GOD 7 give 
him my Covenant of Peace, by which In- 
terpreters underſtand Proſperity, and all 
| Temporal Bleſſings : And beſides it fol- 
tows, that GOD would give him the 
Covenant of an Everlaſting Prieſthood, 
(2. e.) confirm ir in the tame Line to 


{ the 
and 
r me- 
re (if 
x it) 
theif 
Judg 
Evils 
-n the 
5 life! 
hand 


him and his Poſterity. But El; after- 


chep| wards forfeited the Prieſthood for the 


contrary reaſon, becauſe his Sons made 
themſelves vile and he reſtrained them not. 
A tendernels to his own Children made 
him diſregard the Publick Good, and 
prefer the Eaſe and Quiet of his Privats 
Family before the Publick Welfare of 
the Church : Whereas Phinehas in all 


| likelihood, ran a great hazard of his 


Life, ſince Zimri and Cosbi were con- 
liderable Perſons, One the Head of 4 
Chief Houſe, and: the Other a Prince's 


;pec 


24 rilllba 


: 
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Favour a Revenge, And the Succeſs 


Daughter of Midian ; and therefore pro- 
ably there wanted not People tro en- 


nit 
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muſt have been very uncertain at a time 
when their general Lewdneſs,as appearsby 
this action of Zimr?'s, out-brav'd the Laws 
and Magiſtrates, and therefore as ir is 
Plal. 106. 7hiswas countedto him for Righ- 
teouſneſs thro all Generations for evermore, 


This was a Rare and Admirable h- 
| Rtanceof atruly generous Zeal and Pub- 
lick Spiri, than which nothing is more 
acceptable to Almighty God ; becauſe 
it places Him and his Cauſe uppermoſt 
in our Minds, and makes all things ſub- 
ſervient to his Will : this is the greateſt 
indication of a ſincere love of God, and 
is truly the higheſt pitch of Virtue, 


Even the Heachens had a mighty ſenceÞ , 
of the excellence of this concern for the , 


common Good, as appears from the ma- 
ny Brave and Generous Actions they did 
for their Superſtition. And the wiſe 
Athenian Lawgiver being ask'd Which 
was the moſt effettual means of preſerving 
Juſtice and Equity in a City? anſwered, 
That thoſe who receive no Injury by unla- 
ful things, be equally incens'd as thoſe who 


1uffer by them. And gave this as the ſu-| 


relt {ipn of the decay of any Commun 
ry, when every one is eagerly bent up 
their own welfare, without regard to all 
' . thing bejond themſelves. 

The 
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The Goſpel improves and encourages 
this Excellent Temper, and requires ſuch 
a diſpoſition of heart, and mutual Con- 
cern for the good of one another in all 
irs Members, as if they were but one 
Family ; and reaches to prefer the glory 
of God, above all that 1s near and dear 
tous. The deſcription of our Saviour's 


Temper in the 69 Pſalm, is, That the 


Zeal of Gods Houſe had eaten him up (i.c. ) 
the Zeal and Concern he had for the 
plory of GOD and his Church, even 
prey'd upon his Spirits. * It follows, And 
the Reproaches of them that reproached 
thee is fallen upon me (i. e.) I haveas quick 


and feeling a ſenſe of any reproach or 
* dilhonour dane ta Thee, as if it were 


done to my ſelf, 


Let therefore the ſame Spirit be in 
us, and ler us lay to hearr the daily 
Protanations of GOD's holy Name a+ 
mong us, the open Reproaches of his 
Divine Truths, and the manifold Tranſ- 
preſſion of his Laws with a hardy Inſo- 
tence and Publick Defiance. And ler us 


not be wanting to do all that in us lies 


tor the Glory of GOD, and rhe Dignity 
of his Laws; at a time when wc have 
0 fair an Qpportunity given us of ſhew-. 
| 2 ing 


ing our Zeal for GOD, our Indignation 
at the Vices and Immoralities of the 
Ape, and to promote a General Refor- 
mation of Life and Manners. 


Why Men ſhou'd not be as Zealous in 
the Execution of Laws made againſt 
Vice, as of thoſe that are made in fayour 
of their Temporal Intereſts, is hard to' 
tell, unleſs ir be, that they love the 


World better than they do GOD. And | 


why giving of Evidence in theſe Caſes 
ſhould be more condemn'd, than in any 
Caſe of Injuſtice done to our ſelves, | 
know not ; there can be no Reaſon g1- 
ven, bur becauſe People are more 'Ten- 


der of their Worldly Concerns, than þ 
they are of the Glory of GOD. What} 


were theſe good Laws made for > Nay, 
what have we a Religion for? Cer 
rainly not for meer ſhew. and formality. 
thercfore all who had any hand in making 
theſe Pious Laws, are bound to forward 
and promote the Execution of them, as 
they will defend us all from the Imputa- 
tion of a Solemn National Hypocriſie,' Tis 
a thamec to ſee with what Fiercenels and 
great Expence of Time and Money, Men 
will protecure an Aftfront done to theme 
ſelves, and yer leave all thoſe Excellent 
Laws that are made againſt the: Publick 
| Re: 
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Reproaches of GOD's holy Name and 
his Religion, to lie neglected and tram- 


pled upon. 


GOD be prais'd there is now a Spirit 
of Zeal and Fervour, anſwerable to that 
of Phinebas ſtirr'd up among us, with 


'the Goſpel ; in oppoſition to that grow- 
ing Spirit of Irreligion and Infidelity 
which hath bid open Defiance. ro GOD 
and Goodneſs, If we Cheriſh and En- 
courage it, we may promiſe our ſelves - 
the Victory in the End : Fortrue Vertue is 
then only- in danger when 'tis atrack'd- 


with Methods of Treachery, and 'cis 


$ never ſafer chan when it hath declard 
$ open War with Vice. The conteſt is now 


with Mens Vices, and not with their 
Opinions ; *tis not the Intereſt of a Party, 
but the common Cauſe of Chriſtianity. 
And 'tis a Noble Enterprize , for by re- 
moving theſe Immoralities, we {ſtrike at 
the yery Root of Socintaniſm, which is 
now grown a many-Headed Monſter, 
and improy'd into a ſtrange variety of 
Profane and Artheiſtical Principles ; all 
which look one way, and agree to make 
a Body againit all reycal'd Religion, and 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel. *Tis a te- 
dious way about to grapple with every 


the true Qualifications and Temper of | 
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one of them ſingly, and by this meang 
we find they multiply upon us : But this 
iS to cut them off all at once, for make 
People bur truly Moral Men, and then 


'tis eaſy to make them Good and Beliey. - 


ing Chriſtians. 


Let not therefore any of thoſe,who are 
the more immediate Undertakers of this 
Good Work, be diſcourag'd with any 
Oppoſition they meet with ; they have 
but Two great Difficulties to ſtruggle 
with, and by the Bleſſing of God. they 
will overcome rhem both ; The FJealou- 
fies of good People, and the Fury of thoſe 
that are proſecuted, 


As for the Suſpicions and Jealouſles 


of good People, they will all wear off 
by degrees, when they conſider what 
have been already the good Effects of 
your Zeal for GOD & Goodneſs. When 
they conſider that face of Pierty and De- 
votion which of late is viſible in our 
Publick Worſhip in the Congregartin; 
the great increaſe inthe number of Com- 
municants in all our Churches; the ſen- 
ſible Decreaſe of Publick and Scandalous 
Vice in this City, &c. Ler them but 
lay theſe things, which are a ſubſtantial 
preſent advantage to our Church and 
_ | | Nation, 


| {en- 
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Nation, againſt thoſe groundleſs ſurmiles | 


of ſome ill Conſequences they know not 
when, nor how. Let us but thorowly 


reform the Vices of this Age, and that 
| is the ſureft way of preventing ill Con- 


ſequences in the next. And indeed what 
Conſequences can be more formidable 
then that of open Curſing and Swearing, 


Adultery and Whoredom , and all that 


Impudent and Bare-fac'd Impiety which, 
with the Encouragement of the Magi- 
ſtrates and Contributions of good Peo- 
ple,they may be the happy means of ſup- 


preſling. 


As to the other Difficulty you are to 


- grapple with, you muſt expect the work 


will not be very caſy ; for the Rage and 
Fury of Perſons croſt and diſturbd in 
their Vices, is very well likened by Solo- 
201 to the fierceneſs of a Bear when ſhe 1 
rob'dof her Whelps.But comfort your ſelves 
with this, that they have no other Ob- 
j}tion againſt you, bur what the Devils 
made to our Say1our, That you come to tor- 
ment them before their time. 


Do you however appear as reſolute 
for the Cauſe of God, as they do for that 
of the Devil; The World is come to 
that paſs, that it is impoſſible to be truly 


Good 
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Good without Courage and Reſolution: |- 
Let us but remain Undaunted, and thig_ 
Impudent Impiety will looſe Ground 
dayly, till the Numbers of its Votarieg 
grow {o ſmall that they will be aſham'd 
of it. The worlt of Men have a ſecret 
Awe and Veneration for Vertue and Ho- | . 
lineſs; there is ſo much of GOD in it, 
that-they can no more raze out all Vene. 
ration for it in their. Minds, then they 
can the Exiſtence of a Deity.: And 
there is ſo much of the innate quality off 
the Devil in all Vice and Wickedneſs,- 
that if we do reſiſt it manfully zt wil 
fly from us, and we ſhall ſurely be Con- 
querors in the end. 
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